Pam’s Tips for Painting with Patio Paints

I love the patio paints and I think they are much easier to use on the cement. Here are a few rules and tips. (You might have seen conflicting information in books and written by others- but most of this is straight from DecoArt – I’m a helping artist for them- and I have done and tried it all.)

        DO NOT SEAL YOUR SURFACE BEFORE PAINTING WITH ANYTHING! 

1- USE NO WATER. Add none to paints or clear coat. Clean brushes like you normally do but remove as much water as you can before picking up paints. 

2-SURFACES- they must be porous! It will work on cement; terra cotta, wood, things with tiny and small holes, but not those hard shiny smooth rocks that you can get- for those use reg acrylics. Its easier to paint on the smoother side of the stepping stones and bricks. Look at them to find the best side.

3- CLEAN surface with Rubbing alcohol- I dip a scrub brush into a bowl of alcohol and just scrub the surface some to remove loose dirt,   rust, sand and remove that chalky stuff that is sometimes on them.
4- USE OLD BRUSHES- It will eat them. I like to get those really cheap ones at the hardware store for an all over basecoat or to put on the clear coat. I use sponges for a basecoat too-esp. if I want a sponged looking background. I especially like to use old fabric brushes, like a long soft white bristle liner, and the softer flats and some scrubbies too. I think they last longer. 

5- TRANSFERING PATTERN- I've tried several methods. (Its easiest to transfer a pattern onto a painted stone-instead of unpainted-but either will work OK.) I usually use a new piece of graphite and transfer (hard pressure) just a smaller area of the design at a time-and lift and peek under to see the lines and go over them with a charcoal pencil. If you transfer it all at once some of your lines will kinda disappear. (For dark background-use new white graphite and a chalk pencil.)

6-STENCILS- I use any and all stencils for shapes and patterns. I do my snowman brick assembly line (15 in a day) and have cut a stencil for the snowman, hat, scarf, tree, carrot, birds, moon and star. This eliminates all transferring of patterns for me and I am basecoating at the same time. I just add the freehanded details as I go. (I mark where the sides and bottom of the brick should be on my clear acetate stencil and just line it up.) Freehand as much as you can.

7- SHADING AND HIGHLITING- I usually add these on by dry brushing. I do it on wet basecoats and dry ones. If the color looks too dark or doesn’t fade out enough, just pick up a little base color onto dirty brush and dry brush it where needed while its still wet.

8-FLOATING- you can add floated shading with patio paints - just use the Clear Coat instead of water in your brush. 

9-DRYING- I do use a hair dryer, ESP when I am doing a bunch. The patio paints do stay wet a little longer than reg. acrylics, but this is a good thing. You can do the shading wet on wet and its very easy.

10- SHAPES- I use all kinds of things to get shapes quick and easily. I use masking tape alot (a very sticky kind) for straight edges. Glass or paint bottles for round shapes. Cut a small sponge for small

   bricks on house.  Pounce with old, splayed out stencil brush for bushes and snow. I used to teach a kids class, we did a stone, with clown on it and used mini marshmallows for dots, broken lasagna noodles for wiggly hair lines, straws for circles, etc., FUN!

11-FINISHING - The patio paints do seal the stones for outdoor use, if it is applied heavily enough to fill in the holes, so you don't need     to apply the clear coat unless you want a shine on the painted area.

   You do NEED to have the whole stone covered by either paint or clear   coat so NO moisture will doesn't "wick" up into the stone and that will cause your paint to chip off. I like to sprinkle glitter into wet clear coat on my snowman ones. Caution: Clear coat can be slippery to walk on when wet. To use a brick inside, I usually glue a strip felt to the "feet" of the brick with wood wiz or e-6000.  

If I can ask any further questions please email me at:  

  pamndave@mwonline.net
Pam Miller

309-444-7774

www.pampaints.homestead.com

